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	 The Government has allowed places of Worship to open their doors for services from 4th July 2020, and 
provided various guidelines as to how this should be done safely. As a church family we are planning to re-open from 
Sunday 12th July in a way that is as safe, accessible and beneficial to as many people as possible, following those 
guidelines.


Below is a brief outline of what measures will be in place for this new-look Sunday meeting, which should be read along 
with our Risk Assessment for meeting, both of which will be available on our website (www.beechwoodchapel.org).


Although we believe that we have put appropriate measures in place to minimise the risk there is no such thing as zero 
risk, so we will all need to work together to keep everyone as safe as possible.


Who can and can’t come 
Anyone who is on the Government’s Shielding List must remain at home until advised otherwise. For many that will 
mean they will be free to come from 1st August, others will have to continue shielding for longer.


People who are over 70 are also strongly advised by the government to remain at home instead of attending.


All other people are free to come if they wish, being aware of the (hopefully minimal) risks.


Watching from home 
We will continue to provide an online service through our Youtube Channel for those unable or unwilling to come. This 
will be a live stream of the service that takes place in the building.


Social Distancing 
Social Distancing is still an essential part of all of life as we work together to beat the virus. On arrival and entry, during 
the service as you sit in households, and at the end as you leave, we will be following the 1m+ guidance, encouraging 
people to keep 2m apart where possible.


Where it is not possible to keep 2m apart we will follow 1m+ guidance including:

• windows open for ventilation,

• no face-to-face seating, instead side to side or front to back,

• people to remain in seating area as much as possible,

• all movement is carefully stewarded.


Stewards 
We will have stewards on the main and inner doors to help people manage social distancing, and direct you where to sit. 
They are working to ensure everything runs as smoothly and safely as possible for everyone, so please listen to, and 
respect, them as they direct you. Please only move from your seating area under the directions of a steward.


Arrival 
On arrival you will need to queue in a socially distant manner outside until a Steward directs you to enter. On entry 
everyone must wash their hands with the antibacterial wash provided. You will then be ushered into the main room and 
directed to a seating area. Once you have been allocated a seating area you must not move to sit elsewhere.


Register and Contact Details 
For the Government’s Track and Trace service we  willtake a register of all attendees in case an attendee has a positive 
Covid-19 test. This register will include your name and contact number, and will only be kept for 21 days before being 
destroyed.
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Donations 
Government advice is that if people are able to give digitally rather than cash that is preferable. For those who wish to 
give cash donations envelopes will be provided to put your money in, and a basket to deposit the envelopes. This will be 
overseen by a Steward, and antibacterial hand wash will also be provided to use after making your donation. These 
donations will then be secured at the Chapel for 72 hours, to minimise any contamination risk, before being counted and 
banked.


During the service 
During the service people must remain in their allocated seating area. The Leader of the service will direct everyone what 
to do throughout, but please especially remember that it is not currently deemed safe to sing, so please avoid the 
temptation to join in singing along to any songs that might be played!


If it is essential for you to move or leave please do so as quietly and safely as possible, keeping apart from others, and 
follow any directions given to you by a Steward.


Communion will be offered in individual cups for both the bread (gluten free) and wine (alcohol free). This will be 
prepared and distributed by a Leader in gloves, and placed on a table in front of you to minimise any risk of 
contamination.


Toilets 
The toilets will be available for use, however please be aware that Government advice is to wait and go at home if at all 
possible.


The toilets will be opened for one person at a time, managed by the Stewards, so please follow their directions. You 
must also wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water afterwards, and also use the antibacterial hand gel once you 
exit the toilet block before returning to your seat.


Children 
Children must remain with their parent/guardians at all times, and it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to ensure 
their child follows the safety guidelines.


Although we are aiming to make the service accessible for children, we would also advise parent/guardians to bring 
quiet activities (e.g. colouring) for them in case they get fractious.


Departure 
The government advice is that as soon as the service ends people must depart, and so we will be following this as the 
Leader and Stewards direct people to leave safely in a socially distant manner.


Please remain in your seating area until a Steward directs you to leave through the main exit. On exit everyone must 
wash their hands with the antibacterial wash provided.


The government has updated its guidance to allow churches to have gatherings of more than six people/two households 
outside. While we will be continuing to ask people not to stay and talk inside after the service people may stay on the 
grounds to talk, as long as they continue to social distance and do not obstruct any doorways or paths.


Face coverings 
The government has updated its guidance to note that “You are also strongly encouraged to wear a face covering in 
other enclosed public spaces where social distancing may be difficult and where you come into contact with people you 
do not normally meet.”
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We have worked hard to ensure social distancing is applied at all times throughout our service, and to minimise any risks 
of infection. However we understand and respect that some people will also wish to wear masks for additional 
protection.
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